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DISCUSSION
At most working sites of the factories surveyed, current environmental lead levels were below 0.1 mg/m3, the recommended occupational exposure limit by the Japan Association of Industrial Health,18) but in some areas they exceeded the recommended limit resulting in the rather wide range of Pb-B. Though exact past environmental levels of lead could not be determined, the past and present Pb-B levels in the 20 long-term lead-exposed subjects suggested that they should have been similar to the present ones.
Neither Cr-S nor Cr-C showed any noticeable relationships with Pb-B in the cross-sectional observation. Results of Cr-S and Cr-C of the long-term leadexposed workers also indicated that renal glomerular function was not affected by long-term less severe exposure to lead.
Some authors reported the effects of lead on renal function in low-or middle-level exposure to lead. Hammond et al.19) found that serum urea nitrogen in secondary lead smelter workers was correlated with lead exposure indices with 
